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EXCERPT 1

"The period for a new election of a citizen, to administer the executive government of the
United States, being not far distant, and the time actually arrived, when your thoughts must
be employed designating the person, who is to be clothed with that important trust, it
appears to me proper, especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the
public voice, that | should now apprize you of the resolution | have formed, to decline being
considered among the number of those out of whom a choice is to be made."
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EXCERPT 2

"Here, perhaps | ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare which cannot end but with my
life, and the apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like
the present, to offer to your solemn contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent
review, some sentiments which are the result of much reflection, of no inconsiderable
observation, and which appear to me all-important to the permanency of your felicity as a
people. These will be offered to you with the more freedom, as you can only see in them the
disinterested warnings of a parting friend, who can possibly have no personal motive to bias
his counsel. Nor can | forget, as an encouragement to it, your indulgent reception of my
sentiments on a former and not dissimilar occasion.

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of
mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment."
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EXCERPT 3

"Hence, likewise, they will avoid the necessity of those overgrown military establishments,
which, under any form of government, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be
regarded as particularly hostile to Republican Liberty. In this sense it is, that your Union ought
to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear
to you the preservation of the other."



EXCERPT 4

"Liberty itself will find in such a government, with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its
surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a name, where the government is too feeble to
withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine each member of the society within the limits
prescribed by the laws, and to maintain all in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of the rights
of person and property."
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EXCERPT 5

"It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free country should inspire caution, in
those intrusted with its administration, to confine themselves within their respective
constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one department to encroach
upon another."
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EXCERPT 6

"It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government. The
rule, indeed, extends with more or less force to every species of free government. Who, that is
a sincere friend to it, can look with indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the
fabric ?

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of
knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is
essential that public opinion should be enlightened."
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EXCERPT 7

"Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all.
Religion and Morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be, that good policy does not equally
enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant period, a great Nation, to
give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people always guided by an

exalted justice and benevolence."




